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THE 40TH ANNUAL CELEBRATION

HONORING THIS YEAR’S LEGACY AWARDEE

TO BE ACCEPTED BY SCOTT SWANSON, 
PRESIDENT OF PNC ILLINOIS



Dear Friends, 

Thank you for joining us for “Mpower the Night!” 

Our Board started this signature fundraiser 40 years ago as a holiday 
celebration.  This special night has grown each year through their leadership 
and miraculously continued by gathering virtually 
through these turbulent times.

Our 40th annual celebration will highlight 
Metropolitan Family Services’ past, present and 
future. The event will focus on Metropolitan’s work 
with four dynamic community partners whose 
transformational work will impact families for 
generations to come.

This year, we are pleased to honor PNC for 
its legacy of support for our Early Learning 
programs and beyond. The Legacy Award, which 
recognizes an outstanding partner in community 
empowerment, will be accepted by Scott Swanson, 
President of PNC Illinois. 

We will also feature two exceptional individuals, 
Illinois State Representative Jaime Andrade and EALgreen CEO Claudia Freed.  
They will share testimonials of how Metropolitan has impacted their families 
and contributed to their successes today.

We’ll look to the future of community empowered change with a panel 
discussion, led by ABC 7 Chicago’s Alan Krashesky, featuring the leaders of 
several organizations comprising WeGrow. This new collaborative, based in West 
Englewood, will bring together the strengths of its partners to address needs for 
food inequity and healing in many innovative ways.

Thank you to our Board, sponsors, and donors for making this signature 
fundraiser a possibility even while virtual and allowing many more to view the 
program for free.

As we’ll hear tonight, everyone can make a difference in our community. By 
joining us tonight – whether you’re watching our program, making a donation, 
or sharing these stories with your friends and family – you’re empowering 
children and families. On behalf of all of us at Metropolitan Family Services, we 
appreciate your personal engagement and support!

Ric Estrada 
President and CEO 
Metropolitan Family Services

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT AND CEO



PROGRAM

WELCOME
Ric Estrada, President and CEO, Metropolitan Family Services

Ashley Duchossois Joyce, President, The Duchossois Family Foundation 
Chair, Board of Directors

LEGACY AWARD HONOREE
PNC

Accepted by  
Scott Swanson, President, PNC Illinois

REMARKS
Claudia Freed, CEO, EALgreen

Representative Jaime Andrade, Illinois 40th Legislative District

PANEL DISCUSSION 
The WeGrow Collaborative and 
the Future of Urban Agriculture 

 
MODERATOR 

Alan Krashesky, ABC 7 Chicago 
 

PANELISTS
Michelle Rashad, Executive Director, Imagine Englewood If
L. Anton Seals, Jr., Lead Steward & Co-Founding Convener, 

Grow Greater Englewood
Janelle St. John, Executive Director, Growing Home

Cecile De Mello, Executive Director, Teamwork Englewood 
Ric Estrada, President and CEO, Metropolitan Family Services

CLOSING
Ric Estrada, President and CEO, Metropolitan Family Services

Ashley Duchossois Joyce, President, The Duchossois Family Foundation

Follow us: @MetroFamChicago  

#MPOWERTHENIGHT



PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING 
THIS IMPORTANT WORK

All proceeds from Mpower the Night benefit 
Metropolitan’s programs and services, which 

empower more than 133,600 families and 
individuals to learn, earn, heal and thrive. 

Join the conversation
through the chat function! 

To chat: 

1.	Open the chat box by pressing chat icon,
2.	Choose “Panelists and Attendees” option, 
3.	Type message and press enter.

Donate by texting mPower2021 to 76278
or by clicking 

https://Mpower2021.givesmart.com

THE 40TH ANNUAL CELEBRATION



SPECIAL THANKS

A special thanks to our sponsors, Host Committee, 
Virtual Program Task Force, Digital Marketing Task Force 

and all who make this evening possible.

ISP Studios

Representative Jaime Andrade

Claudia Freed

Imagine Englewood If

Grow Greater Englewood

Growing Home

Teamwork Englewood



Alan Krashesky, News Anchor & Reporter 
ABC 7 Chicago

Alan Krashesky has reported and shared major news 
stories with Chicago viewers for more than 36 years.

The veteran news anchor and reporter co-anchors 
three of ABC 7’s top-rated weekday newscasts:  The 5 
PM newscasts and the 6 PM newscasts, positions he 
has held since March 1998. In May of 2016, he also 
became co-anchor of the station’s top rated 10 PM 
newscast alongside Cheryl Burton. 

Krashesky is well-known and respected for both his 
news anchoring and news reporting. He previously 
co-anchored ABC 7’s 4 PM weekday newscasts (2005-
2016), the 5 PM weekday newscasts (1994-98) and its 

morning newscasts (1989-94). In fact, he was the first anchor of ABC 7’s weekday 
morning news program. Every newscast he has anchored has consistently been 
rated No. 1 in the Chicago market. He joined ABC 7 as a general assignment reporter 
in 1982. 

Krashesky’s reporting in Chicago and abroad has earned high praise. He is 
considered one of the top reporters in the market to cover major domestic and 
international stories, and has been lauded in particular, for his coverage of the 
Roman Catholic Church. Chicagoans will recall his in-depth coverage of the election 
of Pope Francis as well as the historic resignation of Pope Benedict XVI. He covered 
the death of Pope John Paul II and the election of Pope Benedict XVI in 2005, as well 
as the beatification of Pope John Paul II in 2011. His local reporting has earned a 
number of Chicago Midwest Emmy Awards. Earlier in his career, Krashesky served 
as a news reporter and weathercaster for KTBC-TV in Austin, Texas (1982). Prior to his 
work at KTBC, he was a news reporter, weathercaster and weekend sports anchor at 
WBNG-TV in Binghamton, New York (1981). Krashesky gained his first broadcasting 
experience in college, when he was a news anchor on WICB-FM radio in Ithaca, New 
York (1979-81). 

In addition to his career accomplishments, Krashesky has a long and outstanding 
history of volunteering his personal time to community service. He serves as a 
mentor for students interested in broadcast journalism and is a local spokesperson 
for Alzheimer’s disease. He is also a member of the Chicago Midwest Chapter of the 
National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences and the Chicago Headline Club 
Chapter of the Society of Professional Journalists. 

Krashesky was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He attended the Milton Hershey 
School in Hershey, Pennsylvania, a residential school for children with financial and 
social need. The school honored him as Alumnus of the Year in 2005. He graduated 
with honors from Ithaca College in Ithaca, New York, with a B.S. in Communications 
Management in 1981. 

He and his wife have three adult children.

Find Alan on Facebook: @AlanKrasheskyABC7 
Twitter: KrasheskyABC7

OUR MODERATOR



Metropolitan Family Services is excited to honor PNC, an outstanding partner 
organization with a legacy of support for our communities. 

At Mpower the Night, we’re highlighting PNC’s contributions to our Early 
Learning programs; bringing its Grow Up Great initiative to our children’s 
centers, hosting supply drives and donating essential items for our families 
with young children, engaging our children in the fun of learning with virtual 
storytimes, and more. 

In addition to PNC’s work with Metropolitan through education, we 
appreciate the company’s efforts in empowering our families toward 
economic stability – including leading virtual financial education workshops 
– with the same commitment they bring to their own customers. 

We applaud PNC’s dedication to leadership in philanthropy, volunteerism, 
and community leadership. We extend a special thank you to Scott 
Swanson, President of PNC Illinois and a member of Metropolitan Family 
Services’ Board of Directors, for his personal engagement with our agency 
and the communities we serve.

ACCEPTED BY 
SCOTT SWANSON 

PRESIDENT, PNC ILLINOIS

LEGACY AWARD 
HONORING



Scott C. Swanson is regional president of Illinois and 
territory executive of the Midwest regions for PNC Bank. 

As regional president, he leads PNC’s overall growth 
strategy in the market, including the executive banking 
team, Corporate Banking, Asset Management and 
Retail Banking. In addition, he represents PNC and its 
local employees in the community and directs the 
company’s community engagement, including PNC 
Grow Up Great®, a bilingual, early education initiative 
that has committed $14 million to multiple community-
based organizations in the Chicagoland area. As 
Midwest territory executive, Swanson oversees PNC’s 
markets in Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio 
and Wisconsin. 

Swanson has over 30 years of banking and other corporate experience. He joined 
PNC in February 2013 from Charter One and RBS Citizens, Illinois and Michigan, where 
he served as president and a member of RBS Citizens’ executive leadership team. 

Prior to Charter One in 2007, Swanson spent 17 years at JPMorgan Chase and 
its predecessors, the majority of which were in Chase’s commercial bank, and 
concluding as the national executive of Chase’s business banking operations. 
Swanson began his professional career at Arthur Andersen in its tax group. 

His engagement with Metropolitan Family Services began nearly two decades ago 
through the Gerst Family Young Fathers Program and Sesqui-Centennial Celebration 
of Metropolitan Family Services.  Since then, his leadership with PNC Illinois has 
supported a robust partnership for Chicago area youth through their Grow Up Great 
program, support of 30 Million Words, sponsor of Chicago Bears, and Sesame Street 
anniversary. Most recently, he served as Chair of the Host Committee for Mpower the 
Night in 2020, the largest fundraising effort to date.

Active in the Chicago community, Swanson serves as member to the executive 
committees of the Adler Planetarium (past chair), The Executive Club of Chicago (first 
vice chair), and the Commercial Club of Chicago (treasurer) and serves on its Civic 
Committee. He serves on the boards of directors of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, 
United Way of Metropolitan Chicago, World Business Chicago, the Big Shoulders 
Fund, the Chicagoland Entrepreneurial Center, The Economic Club of Chicago and 
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago. He is a member of the Cook 
County Council of Economic Advisors, serves as a trustee of Neighborhood Housing 
Services and is a member of the Senior Council of The Chicagoland Chamber of 
Commerce (past board chair). Swanson received the 2021 Humanitarian Award by 
the Illinois Holocaust Museum & Education Center.

SCOTT SWANSON 
REGIONAL PRESIDENT, ILLINOIS AND TERRITORY EXECUTIVE MIDWEST 

PNC BANK

LEGACY AWARD 
HONORING



IMPACT SPONSORS

CHAMPION SPONSORS

ANONYMOUS

CRAIG AND JANET DUCHOSSOIS

JOHN R. FLANAGAN CHARITABLE 
FOUNDATION

ANONYMOUS

SEYMOUR A COHEN FAMILY 
FOUNDATION / MERLE GOLDBLATT 

COHEN / LISA SCHENKMAN

TONY AND SUE HUNTER AND FAMILY

KECIA AND GRAY STEELMAN

ASHLEY AND MIKE JOYCE

MELMAN FAMILY FOUNDATION

BARBARA RAPP

SPONSORS

ANONYMOUS

 
 
 

KIRK AND CAROLINE JAMES

 
 
 

/ JIM MCDONALD

RICHARD AND LINDA PRICE

 
 

DON AND LIZ THOMPSON

PRESENTING PANEL SPONSOR

ADVOCATE SPONSORS



 

 
 
 

/ DAVID AND DONNA TROPP

JEN COMPARONI AND 
MATT BERNSTEIN

/ ERICA AND JEFF CANZONA

AUDREY RUBIN, IN HONOR OF RIC ESTRADA 
ED FORTINO SR., IN HONOR OF ASHLEY JOYCE

KATHY HERBERT, IN HONOR OF BARB RAPP

ANONYMOUS

 

MARCUS AND NINA COOPER

KIMBERLY DUCHOSSOIS

JENNIFER AND PAT KERNAN

 

JIM OBERWEIS JR.

STAN AND GINGER PILLMAN

SCOTT AND HOLLY SIMMONS

VIP SPONSORS

CONNECTOR SPONSORS

SPONSORS

FRIEND SPONSORS

EXCELLENCE IN LEADERSHIP

IN HONOR



Mpower the Night Host Committee 
Ashley Duchossois Joyce 

Board Chair

David Tropp 
Board Vice Chair

Erik Barefield

Erica Borggren

Erica Canzona

Piyush Chaudhari

Merle Goldblatt Cohen

Jennifer Comparoni

Marcus Cooper

Tanya Davis

Craig Esko

Graham Gerst

Amanda Graveline

Stephen M. Griesemer

Christy Harris

Roger Hochschild

Tony Hunter

John L. MacCarthy

Marilyn Marchetti

Aleck Matambo

John V.N. McClure

Kate Melman

Martha Melman

Emily Ory

Chip Owen

Brian Paladie

Diana Palomar

Stephen Patton

Virginia L. Pillman

Richard Price

Dan Rahill

Michelle Ramirez

Barbara Rapp

Bryan Rozum

Sophia Ruffolo

Kecia Steelman

John Storino

Michael Vardas

Jared Vegosen

Matt Zimmer

HOST COMMITTEE



Ashley Duchossois Joyce, Chair 
The Duchossois Family Foundation

David S. Tropp, Vice Chair 
CBRE, Inc.

Leslie M. Smith, Secretary 
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Hubert Allen 
Abbott Laboratories

Jerry Azuma 
Chicago Bears (retired)

Erik D. Barefield 
Mesirow

Erica J. Borggren 
ComEd

Erica F. Canzona 
Goldman Sachs & Co.

Robert C. Carr 
BP Amoco (retired)

Piyush Chaudhari 
sgsco

Julie Chavez 
Bank of America

Julia A. Cloud 
Deloitte Tax LLP

Merle Goldblatt Cohen

Jennifer Comparoni 
The Boston Consulting Group

Marcus L. Cooper 
Everest Re Group, Ltd.

Timothy S. Crane 
Wintrust Financial Corporation

Tanya G. Davis 
The Will Group

Jason Dubinsky 
Morningstar

Arne Duncan 
Chicago CRED

Craig Esko 
PNC Financial Services Group

C. Gary Gerst 
LaSalle Partners (retired)

C. Graham Gerst 
Global IP Law Group LLC

Steven R. Gilford 
JAMS Chicago

James V. Gilliam 
Fifth Third Bank

Kristine Givens 
femmebought

David P. Glatz 
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young LLP

Stephen M. Griesemer 
May River Capital

Christy Harris 
Allstate

Wallace Harris, Jr. 
BMO Harris Bank

Daron Hines 
Morton Salt

Roger C. Hochschild 
Discover Financial Services

R. Thomas Howell, Jr. 
The Quaker Oats Company 
(retired) 

Tony W. Hunter 
McClatchy Co.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS



W. Kirk James 
Hub International Limited (retired)

Jerome Krulewitch 
McDonald’s Corporation (retired)

John L. MacCarthy

Marilyn Marchetti 
First Bankers Trust Services (retired)

Aleck Matambo 
Google

Glenn Mazade 
First Midwest Bank

Jim McDonald 
Northern Trust

Jackie McLaughlin 
UL LLC

Katherine Ann Melman 
@Properties

Martha Whittemore Melman

Peyton H. Owen. Jr. 
D&M Plastics

Diana Palomar 
ABC7 Chicago

Stephen R. Patton 
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Virginia Johnson Pillman 
Virginia M. Johnson & Associates

Richard Price 
Mesirow

Michelle Ramirez 
Sidley Austin LLP

Barbara Rapp

Allen A. Rodriguez

Bryan Rozum 
Ares Management

Audrey H. Rubin 
Rubin Solutions

Sophia Ruffolo 
Charles Schwab

Kathleen K. Rummel 
K.R. Communications

Lisa Cohen Schenkman

Eileen P. Scudder 
Deloitte & Touche LLP (retired)

Laurie Fetzer Shults

Scott W. Simmons 
Crist/Kolder Associates

Scott C. Solberg 
Eimer Stahl LLP

Byron O. Spruell 
National Basketball Association

Kecia Steelman 
Ulta Beauty

John R. Storino 
Jenner & Block LLP

Michael A. Vardas Jr 
The Northern Trust Company 
(retired) 
Chair Emeritus

Jared Vegosen 
DV Trading

Kamiar Vossoughi 
BMO Private Banking

Debbie K. Wright 
Kraft Foods Group Inc. (Retired) 

Matt Zimmer 
William Blair

BOARD OF DIRECTORS



HOLISTIC STRATEGY

EDUCATION  
We prepare young people and parents for success, from the 
early years throughout school, and all the way to college.

EMOTIONAL WELLNESS 
We encourage healthy and productive lives through counseling 
and mental health services, parenting and family support and 
older adult services.

ECONOMIC STABILITY  
We equip strong, self-sustaining families with the tools to find 
and maintain employment, achieve financial literacy, and build 
family wealth.

EMPOWERMENT 
We help families stand up and be heard by providing legal aid, 
violence prevention, and domestic violence services.

 

Emotional
Wellness
38,975

Economic
Stability
24,002

Empowerment
50,496

Education
23,202
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FAMILY VALUES

Our Mission
To provide and mobilize the 
services needed to strengthen 
families and communities.

Our Vision
To be widely acknowledged as a major 
catalyst and resource for promoting 
family and community strengths.

FOCUS ON STRENGTHS 
As servant leaders, we value individuals, families and 
communities, their inherent strengths, their ability to learn and 
grow, be resilient and find solutions to challenges. Our servant 
mindset inspires us to help people reach their full potential and 
own their empowerment.

ACCOUNTABLE 
We are honest and transparent, effectively managing 
resources entrusted to us, and in turn, investing in the people 
and communities we serve.

MOBILIZE FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 
We work to increase diversity, racial, gender and economic 
equity, inclusion and cultural competency in all that we do.

INNOVATIVE CULTURE 
We are agile, responsive to complex and emerging social 
challenges. We are equally agile in our operations and 
management functions, while maintaining the integrity of 
our operational and management systems.

LEARNING ORGANIZATION 
We value experience gained from mistakes, knowing this 
is key to continuous improvement and greater wisdom.

YES-MINDED APPROACH 
We look for what is possible and find creative solutions, 
transforming challenges into viable opportunities.



Investing in  
Metropolitan 
Family Services

Since our founding in 1937, 

Mesirow has invested in what 

matters, including organizations 

that improve the lives of those 

around us.

Thank you, Metropolitan 

Family Services, for your work 

to strengthen families and 

communities. 

Congratulations on the 40th 

annual Mpower the Night Gala.

mesirow.com

The Mesirow name and logo are registered service marks of Mesirow 
Financial Holdings, Inc. © 2021, Mesirow Financial Holdings, Inc.  
All rights reserved.



©2021 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. PNC Bank, National Association. Member FDIC

Thank you Metropolitan Family Services for empowering 
families to learn, to earn, to heal and to thrive. 
PNC is proud to be a part of it.

You’ve taken the 
lead. And today 
is better for it.





Metropolitan Family Services powers families 
to learn, to earn, to heal, and to thrive. Part 

mentor, part motivator, part advocate, since 1857 
Metropolitan Family Services has been the engine 
of change that powers Chicago-area families to 
reach their greatest potential and positively impact 
their communities. Metropolitan reaches more than 
136,600 families and individuals annually through 
seven community centers in the city and suburbs. 

Our services promote education, economic stability, 
emotional wellness and empowerment. 

By joining us for power the Night, you join us 
in giving hope and opportunity to families. 

Thank you.

www.metrofamily.org


